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Welcome to this week's newsletter, the last for Term 2 as we creep towards the break. 

 

As always, there's been lots going on...excursions, discos, camps! We acknowledge and

express gratitude for the teachers' work behind the scenes making these possible and our

amazing parent helpers whom we couldn't do these things without. 

 

Reporting:

Semester one reports will go live on Compass on Monday 30th June.

 

In 2025, Victorian schools will be reporting on student progress in mathematics using the

recently revised Mathematics Curriculum Version 2.0. This involves a shift from reporting on

three separate achievement standards to a single, aggregated score for the entire

mathematics curriculum. This means parents will see a single, overall achievement level for

their child in mathematics, rather than separate scores for Number and Algebra,

Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. This change aims to provide a

more holistic view of a student's mathematical understanding. 

 

Parent/Teacher Meetings 2025: 

We are conducting formal Parent/Teacher interviews this year instead of three-way

conferences. This will be an opportunity for teachers to provide parents with information on

their child’s learning progress. Students do not need to attend these meetings; however, they

can wait outside the classroom if care cannot be arranged. The school day will run as usual. 

 

From the Principal Team

Natalie Shanahan, Sam Fleming, Claire Johnston



Please note that at Banyule PS our teachers are proactive in reaching out to parents if an

area of need arises throughout the year. 

 

Prep 2026 Enrolments:

If you have a child starting Prep in 2026, can you please contact the office to arrange an

enrolment pack to be sent home. Enrolments are due on Friday 25th July.  

 

Child Safety:

Behind the scenes we've had a strong focus on Child Safety this term. This has included of

professional learning opportunities for staff and School Council focusing on the Child Safe

Standards, our compliance and our responsibilities. There are 11 Child Safe Standards that

aim to:

•promote the safety of children

•prevent child abuse

•ensure effective processes are in place to respond to and report all allegations of child

abuse

•drive cultural change and embed safety in everyday practices

•highlight we all have a role in keeping children safe from abuse 

 

These are just some the actions undertaken to create a culture of child safety at Banyule

Primary and relevant policies and documentation can be found on our website.  These are

supported by the work happening through our wellbeing and personal development

programs that focus on personal safety and help-seeking and staff professional development

throughout the year. 



 

During our recent School Review our school was deemed 'compliant' in meeting the Child

Safe Standards.  We passed with flying colours!

 

Playtime....almost!

We are pleased to report that our builders and landscapers have informed us that our

playground will be ready for action in the first week of Term 3. We will manage a soft-launch,

knowing it won't cope with 640 excited kids on the first day it opens! 

 

 

What Went Well...

We've had another busy term inside and outside the classrooms. As always, we like to look

back at things that went well. 

Asking yourself, “What Went Well?” trains your brain to focus on the good each day. Learning

to focus on gratitude enables you to be more resilient while facing challenges and live a

healthier, happier life. 

Take a moment to add perspective to any situation by pausing and asking, “What Went

Well?”. It's a great substitution for that car conversation after school that often goes:

Parent: "How was school?"

Kid: "Good." 

Parent: "What did you do?"

Kid: "Not much." 

 

Here's just some of what went well around here this term:



 

 

 

Have a great term break when it comes next week. We look forward to more great things in

Term 3!

 

 

-Natalie, Sam and Claire

 

 

 

 



 

Want to see more? 

Follow us on our 'socials' for a window into what we're up to at Banyule Primary School....

Term 2 Parent Helpers

 

A huge thank you to all our wonderful parent helpers, who have helped in one way or another

this term. We couldn’t do it without you!

 

School Council- Will Weijers, Steve Snow, Mel Barton, Sally Cordina, Jeff Baker, Anisha

Bhatia and Shoumendu Schornikow 

 

Thank you 



Community Engagement Committee- Clare Ong, Shencina Conway, Miranda Mikrou,

Lauren Dowse, Jarryd Walkley, Suse Baker, Yumei Yang, Nicola Hainsworth, Ali Francis,

Sophie Seeger, Mel Barton, Mina Lekkas, Amanda Sartor, Amanda Adderley, Will Weijers,

Kim Archer and Sue Mounsey 

 

What’s App Community- Suse Baker  

 

Lost Property- Candy Edwards, Lisa Delbridge, Michelle Millen, Erin van der Peet, Rebecca

Brunelli and Lan Feng. 

 

Lunch Orders- Candy Edwards, Lena Pisha, Bonnie Ling, Lena Pisha, Lisa Delbridge, Ben

O’Brien, Emily Nehme, Melissa Stone, Nasrin Baghshirin, Will Weijers, Rebecca Brunelli,

Rebecca Dimovitis, Clare Ong and Yumei Yang  

 

Cross Country- Matt Wood, Rebecca Bertrand, Louise Fry, Kylie McInnes, Ruth Webster,

Chloe Hild, Yidan Feng, Jing Chen, Sarah Steel, Lacey Shepheard, Jemima Voutier, Fionnuala

Sharkey, Kenton Molloy, Danielle Kwong and Amanda Hodges

 

Election Day BBQ and Bake Sale- Suse Baker, Akimi McKenzie, Jerome Swindon, Lachlan

Francis, Georgette Conti, Raavi Mann, Natasha Reifschneider,  Jack Chen, Spencer Conway,

Tim Plozza, Helena Ngo, Babatunde Sunmola, Paul Voutier, Jacob Clancy, Bing Yan, Paul

Taylor, Vaughn Scott, Paul Bunn, James Dowling, Leigh Ulpen, Chris Tang, Sue Mounsey,

Kellie Swindon, Natalie Langford, Ashlee Zhang, Ali Francis, Giwa Bashirat , Shencina

Conway, Sophie Mo, Fiona Kerby, Amanda Adderley, Debbie MacDonald, Corina Roman,

Sarah Steel, Mina Lekkas, Ellen Molloy and Emily Nehme    

 

Fish and Chip Lunches- Fionnuala Sharkey and Natalie Landford 

 

Fight MND Fundraiser- Jarryd Walkley, Lauren Dowse, Clare Ong and Yumei Yang 

 

Year 5 Science works excursion- Margaret Charles, Briony Cristiano, Melinda Barton,

Bryden Haberle, Yafit Kushner and Suse Baker. 

 

Disco- Shencina Conway, Kim Archer, Amanda Adderley, Nicola Hainsworth, Miranda

Mikrou, Nardia Martino Ruszkowski, Yumei Yang, Nasrin Baghshirin, Rebecca Brunelli, Emily

Halliburton, Lena Pisha, Keryn Ulpen, Imogen Thorn, Melinda Mardira, Mojdeh Shirazi

Manesh, Katie Walker, Lyndsey Thwaites, Caitlin Hope, Sophie Seeger, Ben O'Brien, Jacob



Clancy, Melinda Howsam, Helena Ngo, Diem Pham, Sue Mounsey, Ellen Molloy, Jemima

Voutier, Margaret Charles, Georgette Conti and Chloe Hild.

 

Year 4 Camp- Erin Van Der Peet, Liz Blanchet and Bim Carless.

 

Second Hand Uniform Sales- Danielle Kwong, Sarah Steel, Sophie Seeger and Mina

Lekkas. 

 

Parent Reps- Rebecca Brunelli, Emily Nehme, Tamarind Reynolds, Jessica Corrall, Alysia

Licciardi, Miranda Mikrou, Lyndsey Thwaites, May Hong, Jess Mitchell, Mina Lekkas, Gregory

Abramowitz, Anisha Bhatia, Chloe Hild, Sheetal Menezes, Poonam Samant, Ria Imbuido,

Giorgi Goulas, Rachael Bor, Lisa Delbridge, Eric Xu, Bree Cross, Bing Yan, Georgette Conti,

Kimberley Archer, Sharika Agarwal Nambiar, May Hong, Melinda Barton, Nardia Martino

Ruszkowski, Gabbie Jacuzzi, Louisa Shillingford-Brown, Tash Chota, Clare Ong, Yumei Yang,

Kellie Swindon and Megan Haberle    

 

*Apologies if anyone has been missed.

End of Term 2 and Term 3 Return Reminder:

A quick reminder that students will be dismissed for the term break at 2.30pm on Friday July

4. 

 

We also remind you that the first day of Term 3 is a Pupil-Free Day. Students return for Term 3

on Tuesday July 22. 

 

Important Dates and Reminders



Date Event

30th June Semester One Reports published

1st July Parent /Teacher Interviews

2nd July Parent /Teacher Interviews

3rd July Prep Milo Monkey Party

Yr 6 Puffing Billy excursion

4th July Last Day of Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

   

21st July Curriculum Day

22nd July Term 3 First Day

22nd - 25th July NAIDOC Week

24th July Year 2 Swimming

25th July Inter School Sport vs Rosanna Golf Links

29th July Kinder Gym Playdate 12-1pm

31st July Year 2 Swimming

  Prep 100 Days of School

1st August Inter School Sport vs Charles La Trobe

  World Principal's Day

Pupil Free Days

Monday 21st July (Curriculum Day)

Monday 1st September (Professional Practice Day)

Monday 3rd November (Curriculum Day) 

Camp Dates

Year 3 Camp- 26th November-28th November 

Year 5 Camp- 27th August- 29th August 

Year 6 Camp- 25th August- 27th August  





Prep 2026 Enrolments are now due

 

If you have a child starting Prep in 2026, can you please contact the office to arrange for an

enrolment pack to be sent home. 

 

Enrolments are due on Friday 25th July.  

Prep 2026 Enrolments Due

CEC



THANKS FOR AN AWESOME GLOW DISCO

What a wonderful night we had at our school disco last Friday. The kids had an absolute

blast! Huge thank you to all our wonderful teacher & parent helpers. Special mention to

Shencina Conway, Amanda Adderley and Kim Archer for organising such an awesome event

for the students. 

 

TERM 3 EVENTS - SAVE THE DATE

In our goal to bring our Banyule Primary School community together we have two more great

events coming up next term.  Please save the dates. We hope you can join us!

SUNDAY 27th JULY - BPS MOVIE EVENT @ COBURG

FRIDAY 29th AUGUST - BPS PARENTS COMEDY NIGHT



Term 2, Week 9

Class  Student Name   Class  Student Name

PNA Maya S 3DJ  

PMA   3MT  

PAM Harvey B 34C Joah N

PBB Arya P 4NS Melody L

PZP   4CG Stanley C

1NB Seb S 4SD Lachlan T, Scarlett P

1TY Alby JB 5KB Jacob X

1BS Eva D 5CN Beau S

Banyule Awards

Celebrating Our Achievements



1TM Darcy R 5AS Otis P

2MF Zachary N, Marcus L 5NT Tate H

2WG Tina X 56M Raff W

2BK   6LH Annie S

2LP Kayalvili 6DG Coca N

3RB   6SN Tessa C

 

SPECIALISTS AWARDS

LOTE P-1:  STEAM P-2: Billie S 2LP, Jay M 1TM

LOTE 2-6: Jarvis T 4SD Visual Arts 3-6: An N 5NT

PE P-2:  Billie S 2LP Performing Arts P-2: John 1NB

PE 3-6:  Performing Arts 3-6: Amitoj C 4NS

Term 2, Week 10

Class  Student Name   Class  Student Name

PNA Emaya W 3DJ Katherine L

PMA Phoebe N 3MT Harry G

PAM Jack A 34C Elliot R

PBB Lukas H 4NS  

PZP Matthew G 4CG  

1NB Niall R 4SD  

1TY Zoi G 5KB Scarlett B

1BS Ryan K 5CN Asta A

1TM   5AS Josh S

2MF Leonora X 5NT Nathan S

2WG   56M  

2BK   6LH Penny H

2LP Nina C 6DG Justine L

3RB Evie B 6SN Daniel T

 

SPECIALISTS AWARDS

LOTE P-1:  STEAM P-2: 

LOTE 2-6: Laya R 6DG Visual Arts 3-6: 



PE P-2:   Performing Arts P-2: Giorgia G PZP

PE 3-6:  Performing Arts 3-6: 

Think of Yourself as a “Friendship Coach”

Don’t play the game for them. Here are some ways to coach your kids’ friendships from

the sidelines!

 

In late 2016, writer and author Kasey Edwards reached out to me and asked: Should parents

get involved in their kids’ friendships? As she detailed in her article that published in The

Sydney Morning Herald, my answer was simple: No.

As I said to Kasey, the message that we want to give our children is, “You’ve got this!” not,

“Don’t worry, I’ve got this for you!”

Try thinking of yourself as a “Friendship Coach.” Coaches don’t go out there and play the

game for their players. Instead, they give them advice and send them to play. Then, they

stand back on the sidelines and watch. When they call their team in, they point out what

they saw and give the players some tips and guidance. It should work that way with parents

too, coaching your children through their friendships.

Here’s how Kasey so eloquently put it:

Rather than acting as lead negotiator in our children’s relationships, we should support

them and coach from the sidelines with the following Dos and Don’ts:

 

Reframe friendship altercations as opportunities to learn valuable skills

Research shows that children who have good social skills grow up to be more functional and

successful adults. And the good news is that these skills can be taught.

 

https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/should-we-get-involved-in-our-kids-friendships-20161118-gssqeg.html
https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/should-we-get-involved-in-our-kids-friendships-20161118-gssqeg.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/articles-and-news/2015/07/new-research--children-with-strong-social-skills-in-kindergarten.html


“Like all skills, social skills take practice and don’t come naturally to all children,” says

Kerford.

 

When our children are experiencing friendship problems it’s an opportunity for us to help

them learn vital social skills, build resilience and strengthen their empathy.

 

Listen and empathise

While listening seems so simple, it’s probably often overlooked for that very reason. Just like

adults, when kids talk about their problems they want to feel heard, validated and

understood.

 

Kerford says that we need to remind ourselves that what might seem small to an adult can

loom large in the eyes of a child; so large that it can seem overwhelming.

 

“Tune in and ask direct, specific questions,” says Kerford. “Often children have a hard time

articulating what’s going on, they just ‘feel bad’. Help them put a voice to it by digging

deeper.”

 

Encourage kids to stand up for themselves

When my daughter talks to me about her friendship problems, my default response is to say

to her the things that were said to me. “Just ignore him”, “Walk away”, “She’s just jealous” are

the kinds of phrases that instantly spring to mind.

 

But Kerford says that these responses can be too passive and minimising. She suggests

taking some time to listen and empathise — and then follow up by asking “Did you stand up

for yourself?”

 

Rather than retreating, we should encourage our kids to confront their problems and not

simply put up with bad behaviour.

Kerford suggests asking kids what they could do differently next time and role-play different

scenarios so they feel practised and more confident.

 

Teach kids the difference between healthy and unhealthy friendships

This one is the sort of advice that will be useful right into adulthood.

 

It’s important for our kids to know that they are in control of their lives. Kerford says that this

includes the people they choose to surround themselves with. Do their friends make them



feel good about themselves? If not, they should minimise the time they spend with people

who make them feel bad and spend most of their time with friends who treat them well.

 

“Let them know that trust and respect are ‘must haves’ when it comes to friendship,” Kerford

says. “Don’t say, ‘This is just something all girls must go through.’ This statement tells a girl

she must suffer through and she is helpless. We cannot normalise the behaviours of ‘mean

girls’.”

 

What about bullies?

There’s a lot of talk about bullies and bullying at the moment. But Kerford’s advice is to avoid

the word altogether. The reason is that it’s often misused and leads children — and their

parents — to label kids. Instead, she suggests the term “mean-on-purpose”.

 

“Children understand what this means and know when someone is intentionally trying to

hurt them.”

 

Parents can help their kids come up with a quick comeback statement to combat mean-on-

purpose behaviour. It doesn’t have to be an Oscar Wildean witticism. A simple “Not cool”,

“Wow” or “That was really mean” will suffice.

Quick comeback statements should be delivered in a strong voice with authoritative body

language, and then the child should walk away.

 

“If they’ve tried using a quick comeback and the person continues to be mean-on- purpose,

that’s when an adult needs to get involved,” says Kerford. “It’s the responsibility of the adults

(parents and teachers) to ensure that children feel safe and supported.”

 

Be a good role model

Anyone who’s sworn their head off during a spot of road rage only to have their little darling

repeat it the next day at Grandma’s house knows our kids are watching us and modelling our

behaviour. Especially, it seems, the bad bits.

 

“I know it’s so much pressure on parents, but their children are watching them and mirror

their behaviour. If we don’t want our child to gossip, we don’t gossip” says Kerford. “If we

don’t want our child to yell, we don’t yell. It’s as simple as this: If you want your child to be

kind, show them what being kind looks like.”

 

Tell stories



Sometimes our kids forget that we were once kids too. Providing examples from our own life

experience or of other people overcoming similar difficulties can help guide kids to a

solution.

 

“Sharing your stories about some of the ups and downs you experienced in friendships when

you were their age helps your child view you as not just mum or dad, but as someone who’s

been there before,” Kerford says.

 

Kasey Edwards is a writer and best-selling author. www.kaseyedwards.com

 

Written by Dana Kerford

Friendship Expert and Founder of URSTRONG

Prep Community

http://www.kaseyedwards.com/
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Edendale also has a range of exciting winter environmental school holiday workshops

coming up, feel free to promote them too: https://www.edendale.vic.gov.au/Whats-

on/School-holiday-activities  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edendale.vic.gov.au%2FWhats-on%2FSchool-holiday-activities&data=05%7C02%7Cbanyule.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8681366fb8c4434c711c08ddb2c4f696%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638863281329154083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bb25Jbhr290%2Fv%2FRLP01Qt%2Fp0br7PZM1jsBgg71ytkRg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edendale.vic.gov.au%2FWhats-on%2FSchool-holiday-activities&data=05%7C02%7Cbanyule.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8681366fb8c4434c711c08ddb2c4f696%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638863281329154083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bb25Jbhr290%2Fv%2FRLP01Qt%2Fp0br7PZM1jsBgg71ytkRg%3D&reserved=0













