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Welcome back! We hope you all had a relaxing break. And welcome to the first edition of

Banyule Bulletin for Term 3.

 

We had an exciting start to the term with a great day of teacher professional learning about

the Victorian Teaching Learning Model and the Department's new Positive Classroom

Management Strategies, Grade 2 swimming, 100 days of school for our Preps and the highly-

anticipated (feels like 3 years!!) opening of our wonderful new playground. 

 

Playground 

We are all thrilled with our new play space, and boy has it received a warm welcome from the

children. Be it swinging from the monkey bars, trying to dig for treasure in the sand pit,

balancing on the climbing logs or clambering up and down our climbing tower the kids have

had a ball exploring everything it has to offer. It's great to have such a huge part of our play

space back and aside from a few pieces of fencing around a couple of tiny spaces that

needing finishing we are pretty close to being fence free!

From the Principal Team

Natalie Shanahan, Sam Fleming, Claire Johnston



Playground norms

Coming out of our Positive Classroom Management Strategies professional discussion,

particularly around expectations and encouraging expected behaviour we launched our first

iteration of our playground norms. These have been shared with students at an assembly

and within classroom discussions. The playground norms aim to encourage students to play

safely, fairly and respectfully. We've attached the playground norms below for you see and

help remind and reinforce at home. 

 

 

Student Safety Reminders

We need to provide a reminder that teachers are on yard duty at 8:45am-9:00am and from

3:30 until 3.45pm in the afternoons. Anytime children are at school outside of those hours,

they are not supervised unless by a parent or carer. Parents needing to drop off or pick up

children outside of those hours are encouraged to use the outside of schools hours care

service. 

 

Yesterday our teachers provided a reminder to all students regarding safety when walking to

and from school, with a particular focus on stranger danger. It is important for children that

these conversations happen regularly both at school and home. Some points that you may

like to reiterate with your child may be;

-Explain that strangers are people they don't know, and they should never go anywhere with

a stranger or accept anything from them

-Say no to strangers and remind them not to accept anything from strangers

-Stay aware of your surroundings and avoid distractions like phones

-Walk with siblings or friends whenever possible 

-No, Go, Yell, Tell: Teach children to say "no," go away from the situation, yell loudly, and tell a

trusted adult. 

 

playground norms.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-e8db5061-2877-4856-a50f-d394ba481bcc.pdf?deg=auto


Parents parking in the staff car park 

A reminder to parents/carers that there is no access/use of the staff car park between 8am

and 4.00pm each day with the exception of the disabled car park. This includes foot traffic.

For safety reasons, children and their parents are required to walk on designated footpaths

and not through the staff car park. 

 

Want to see more? 

Follow us on our 'socials' for a window into what we're up to at Banyule Primary School....



You may have noticed the extensive new planting on the embankment near the basketball

court. Thank you so much to Natasha Barnett for intitiating this project and generously

donating not only the plants but also convincing her crew of BPS alumni to help with planting

them as well!

 

We extend a huge thank you to the Munro family - Natasha, Jay, Stella, Beau and Georgia!





Date Event

Friday 1st August World Principal's Day

  Inter School Sport vs Rosanna Golf Links

Tuesday 5th August Year 6 - Viewbank College Production 12 - 3

Wednesday 6th August Australian Maths Competition Yrs 3 - 6

  Year 1 Healesville Sanctuary Excursion

Thursday 7th August Year 2 Swimming

Friday 8th August Inter School Sport vs Macleod

Monday 11th August Year 5 - 6 Hooptime

Tuesday 12th August Year 3 Swimming

  Kids Lunchtime Trivia Competition

Wednesday 13th August Kinder Literacy Playdate 12 - 1 pm

Thursday 14th August Year 2 Swimming

  Year 4 Fish & Chips Lunch

Friday 15th August Inter School Sport vs Viewbank

Monday 18th August Literacy Week

  National Sciences Week

  Year 2 Day Camp

Tuesday 19th August Year 3 Swimming

Tues/Wed 19/20th August Great Book Swap

Wednesday 20th August Book Week Parade

Thursday 21st August Science Fair

  Year 2 Swimming

Friday 22nd August Inter School Sport vs St Martins

Important Dates



Pupil Free Days

Monday 1st September (Professional Practice Day)

Monday 3rd November (Curriculum Day) 

Camp Dates

Year 3 Camp- 26th November-28th November 

Year 5 Camp- 27th August- 29th August 

Year 6 Camp- 25th August- 27th August  

 

The Smile Squad free school dental program is coming

to our school

 

Dear Banyule families,

The Smile Squad team from Holstep Health (formerly Banyule Community Health) are

coming to our school.

Smile Squad is the Victorian Government free school dental program.

This means ALL students can get a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment

at school.

 

How to access free dental care

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a

parent or guardian.

 

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic

 

OR use the below QR code:

Please complete and submit the consent form as soon as possible. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.johnston%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1e6d7714e46f430f131108ddcfd4ed44%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638895235653919801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eFGoTnwB6gX23QomaXmrJ0YTcjPlnkTaK8dX%2BlYHJaw%3D&reserved=0


 

Smile Squad oral health packs 

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is

working hard to help make sure this happens. Your child(ren) will soon receive a free oral

health pack to bring home. The pack contains a toothbrush, full sized toothpaste, and an oral

health brochure. Please take the time to read the brochure. It’s full of helpful hints and tips to

help your whole family eat well, drink well and clean well – for life.

 

Standard strength toothpaste

Smile Squad provides standard strength fluoride toothpaste that is generally used by ages

six and over, unless recommended by a dental or trained health professional. If your child is

under six, please talk to a dental or trained health professional to find out if your child might

benefit from using this toothpaste. You can also choose to put the toothpaste away until they

turn six or give it to someone else in your family to use.

 

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment?

No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You can attend if you would like to,

and you can take your child to the community dental clinic if you prefer.







Outside School Hours Care program

The BPS School Council is seeking your input into the needs of the parent/carer community

for out of school hours care as the contract with our current out of school hourscare provider

(OSHClub) will expire at the end of this year. 

 

School Council will soon be undertaking an Expression of Interest process where EOIs from

suppliers will be evaluated against a set of criteria. The School Council will consider a

number of factors when making their decision which will include; adherence to the Child

Safety Standards, specifications, quality, and time-frames required by the school.

 

Your feedback will be helpful in supporting the procurement process.

 

Please follow the link below to complete the short survey.

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyyNqJqDbDABpdSWa3yLiRirC0Et3IQ-

Q7QTxroZ77FuovWg/viewform?usp=header

 

 

 

Student Dress Code Policy

The Education Department has recently instructed all school councils to review their uniform

policies with a focus on cost and affordability for families. Specifically, they have asked

schools to remove any requirements for school logos on 'bottom' clothing items such as

shorts and track pants. 

 

From School Council

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyyNqJqDbDABpdSWa3yLiRirC0Et3IQ-Q7QTxroZ77FuovWg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyyNqJqDbDABpdSWa3yLiRirC0Et3IQ-Q7QTxroZ77FuovWg/viewform?usp=header


Fortunately, we already had the option to purchase generic 'bottom' items so no changes to

our uniform were required.  

 

It is however a timely opportunity to ask all families to revisit the BPS uniform policy to

ensure that they understand the requirements of the dress code. Please feel free to email

Natalie Shanahan with any queries. 

 

Preventing and Addresssing Racism in Schools

The Education Department have recently updated their policy and guidlelines with regards to

preventing and addressing racism in schools. Please see below for the updated policy.



 🎉 REVEAL TIME! Did you guess right? We’re thrilled to announce that Bron Lewis is

coming to the BPS stage on Friday 29 August!

She’s award-winning, wildly funny, and ready to bring the house down with her hilarious

storytelling.

 

🎤 BPS Comedy Night is your chance to kick back, connect with our wonderful BPS

community, and laugh ‘til it hurts. Grab your class group, and let’s come together for an

unforgettable night of FUN.

 

Tickets will be on sale very, very soon and link shared through WhatsApp!

CEC



 

Thanks BPS families and all of the BPS students that rocked up a storm for the BPS Disco.

Another huge thanks to all of the organisers (Shenica, Amanda & Kim) and the wonderful

principals, teachers and parent volunteers that made this event possible.  Pleased to share

that for our school this event raised $6500!

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lastly, a reminder about our

sustainability initiatives!  Don't

forget to keep recyling all of your

cans, bottles and juice boxes at

the Container Deposit Vending

Machines.  Also if you have any

oral care items that need

recycling please drop them off at

the office.  



Term 3  Week 2

Class  Student Name   Class  Student Name

PNA Luca B 3DJ Hayden P

PMA Eva M 3MT Isaiah C

PAM Lia Z 34C Anika S

PBB Phoebe T 4NS Tessa L

PZP Anna P 4CG Sabine B

1NB Nik M 4SD Eesa B

1TY Eva P 5KB Zach C

1BS John L 5CN  

1TM Grace B 5AS Alex T

2MF Evelyn L 5NT Toby K

2WG Kian F 56M Olivia C

2BK Sofia LR 6LH Max L

2LP Julia P 6DG Dihein E

3RB Elliott U 6SN Harry R

 

SPECIALISTS AWARDS

LOTE P-1:  STEAM P-2:  Isabella O  1NB

LOTE 2-6:  Visual Arts 3-6:   Amitoj C  4NS

PE P-2:   Performing Arts P-2:  Bridget B  2BK

Banyule Awards

Celebrating Our Achievements



PE 3-6:  Performing Arts 3-6:  Kabir G  3DJ

Congratulations to Daelan W in 3DJ who participated in two state level championship events

during the last month and was able to win the following from the respective events.

 

Silver Medal -  Victorian Junior Chess State Championships (19 July 2025 Held @ Bacchus

Marsh Gramma)

 

Bronze Medal - Victorian Taekwondo Poomsae State Championships (22 June 2025 Held

@ Darebin Community Sports Stadium)

Student Achievements 



Today's Wellbeing page is packed with things for parents. The first is a family activity

focusing our Friendship Fires to reinforce our URStrong program. The second is information

about a neurodiversity-affirming opportunity for neurodivergent children from the University

of Melbourne's Melbourne Speech Pathology Clinic. Finally we share a flyer on on behalf of

the Banyule Youth Network about a free online learning opportunity for parents.

 

 

Sorting Friendship Fires®

Friendship Fires® can be big or small! Is it a tiny spark or is it a raging bushfire? Help your

child put their conflict into perspective.

 

Key Outcome

Your child will practise putting their conflicts in perspective.

 

Objective

Sometimes, children feel a little out of control in their friendships and their worries and bad

feelings start to feel much bigger than they actually are. This can get in the way of their ability

to put out a Friendship Fire®. If they allow their worries to build and grow, sometimes their

messy feelings can take over and blow Friendship Fires® way out of proportion. They might

start to imagine that their Friendship Fires® are much bigger and harder to fix than they really

are.

 

Student Wellbeing



Thinking this way is called catastrophizing and it can be really unhelpful and keeps children

and teens stuck in their negative emotions. Perspective-taking is an important skill to keep

Friendship Fires® and other big emotions in check. We want kids to get in the habit of asking

themselves, “How big is this Friendship Fire really??”

 

Practicing realistic thinking helps manage Friendship Fires® more effectively. Keeping

things in proportion, where the reaction matches the situation, helps kids take a deep

breath, keep a clear mind, and problem-solve…like a Friendship Ninja!

 

Materials

Print out: Sorting Friendship Fires

Pencil

Instructions

There are many different types of Friendship Fires® that all range in strength… From a tiny

spark, to a puff of smoke, to a smoldering pile of ash, to a camp fire, a bonfire, or even a

raging bush or forest fire!

 

If you can realistically name the size of your problem and sort out what type of Friendship

Fire® it is that you are having, you will know how to manage it more effectively too!

 

This activity will give you some practice at sorting Friendship Fires® according to their size,

ferocity (which means how fierce or strong they are), and put them into perspective. See if

you can rank the Friendship Fires in the handout (found in Materials) from biggest to

smallest.

 

Parents, start off by sharing an example with your child of something that you believe would

create a small Friendship Fire® versus something that might create a huge Friendship Fire®.

What do you do to try to try keep things in perspective when you can feel a Friendship Fire

starting to spark?

 

Materials

Print out: Sorting Friendship Fires

Pencil

No Printer? Screenshot the friendship fires activity sheet and join them with the

mark-up drawing tool. 

Next Steps

BFRN = Best Friend Right Now! Why do you think, at URSTRONG, we use the term BFRN

instead of BFF? Which Friendship Fact reminds us that 'friendships change…and that’s

https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/URS-AP-Sorting-Friendship-Fires.pdf
https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/URS-AP-Sorting-Friendship-Fires.pdf


okay'?

 

 

 

Neurodiversity-affirming, Gaming-Based Social

Capacity Program

 

We’re excited to share a new opportunity available through Melbourne Speech Pathology

Clinic for clients aged 8-15 who are already part of our community.

 

Next Level Collaboration (NLC) is a neurodiversity-affirming, evidence-based social

capacity-building group designed for neurodivergent young people. It combines

collaborative video gaming with targeted, inclusive coaching. Participants build essential

teamwork and communication skills while engaging in structured, cooperative play - an

interest-based and enjoyable format that promotes authentic connection.

 

This program is run by Melbourne Speech Pathology Clinic in partnership with NLC, where

clients benefit from a supportive and affirming environment facilitated by experienced

clinicians and supervised University of Melbourne Master of speech pathology students.

 

The group sessions at MSPC will run on the following dates in 2025:

August 18 & August 20

August 25 & August 27

September 01 & September 03

September 08 & September 10

 

Time: 4:00pm – 5:30pm

Group Size: 6 children/teenagers

Cost: $99 per session, per child (total of 8 sessions = $792). A deposit of $396 is required to

secure a place with the remaining $396 payable on the first session.

Families may access the program using NDIS funding, Medicare, or private payment.

Location: Melbourne Speech Pathology Clinic, Level 1/723 Swanston Street, Carlton.

 

If you feel this program would benefit your child or someone you know, or for more

information, please call 03 9035 7199 or email speech-clinic@unimelb.edu.au.

mailto:%20speech-clinic@unimelb.edu.au




Year 2 Community 





Money, Money, Money!

The Year 3 students have kicked off the term learning all about money!

We have been adding amounts, calculating change, 'buying' items, working with a budget

and some have even designed their own currency to represent our grades. 

There may have been some ABBA playing in the classrooms too... Money, Money, Money!

Year 3 Community



Year 5 Community 
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