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Welcome to this edition of the newsletter! 

 

We've had another busy fortnight, one that began with an amazing event showcasing the

great community spirit we love about Banyule Primary. 

 

THE BIGGEST FREEZE! 

Anyone arriving at school on May 19th may have be forgiven for thinking they were in a

scene from 'Honey, I Shrunk The Kids!' when finding themselves in the shadows of a giant

Big Freeze beanie towering over our new basketball court. Alas, they weren't! It was the

handy-work of Renee Rawlinson, our very talented art teacher, and it was ready to oversee

our Fight MND Big Freeze event, supporting a school family who recently found themselves

directly impacted by the debilitating Motor Neuron Disease. 

 

Year 5 student, Ameera Hazmir stole the show, sharing her family's story in a moving speech,

before rallying to crowd with an inspiring "LET'S FIGHT MND!" chant. The over 700 strong

crowd joined in the chorus, in the warmth of their new Big Freeze beanies, donated by

Ameera and her family in a show of gratitude and a bid to spread awareness. 

 

The morning finished with the now traditional ice bucket challenge! Ameera and her team,

'FIGHT THE FREEZE', challenged the teachers' 'ICE BANDITS' team to a relay race like no

other, taking in turns to dunk each other with a bucket of ice on one of the coldest mornings

of the year. 

 

From the Principal Team

Natalie Shanahan, Sam Fleming, Claire Johnston



The kids won! But the real winner was FIGHT MND with our school community proudly

adding $1821 to the cause.

 

If you would like to also support FIGHT MND you are able to do so at

https://support.fightmnd.org.au/fundraisers/hazmirmohamadan/diy-bigfreeze?

utm_source=qr&utm_medium=print 

 

 

Play Time!...Almost:

The onset of winter hasn't deterred our landscapers and it's been another big fortnight in our

playground construction with the area really taking shape. We've seen steps and planter

boxes go in, beginning the link to the admin building, some bench seats, and garden edging.

A big highlight was our climbing tower going up today, giving BPS its very own spire, a mini

Eiffel Tower, ready for our kids to explore.

 

https://support.fightmnd.org.au/fundraisers/hazmirmohamadan/diy-bigfreeze?utm_source=qr&utm_medium=print
https://support.fightmnd.org.au/fundraisers/hazmirmohamadan/diy-bigfreeze?utm_source=qr&utm_medium=print


 

Traffic Report:

We've not just seen an influx of beanies as these cold, wet, wintry days set in. Winter tends to

lead to an increase in traffic before and after school. As such, we seem to have a rise in

complaints about driver behaviour around our school. Schools can't police or enforce driver

behaviour around our school- that's the job of Banyule Council and Victoria Police. However,

we can provide friendly reminders to our school community about what helps drop-off and

pick-up work safely and smoothly around our school.

 

-observe parking signage (see below)

-do not perform u-turns on Banyule Road

-be ready to move cars up parking bays to allow other cars access

-refrain from double parking and allowing children to get in through other traffic

-discuss with your child where to wait, should traffic cause you to run late

-always use designated school crossings

-report any traffic concerns/driver behaviour to Banyule Council (9490 4222) or Heidelberg

Police (9450 8000).

 



 

Lost in the Cold...

Winter means more layers. More layers means more clothes for kids to take off when they get

warm after running around at playtime. This, inevitably means more lost property! We thank

our volunteers who help sort and return lost items to their owners. A timely reminder that this

is made easy when clothes are clearly labeled. 

 

 

 

Stay warm everyone and we'll see you around,  

 

-Natalie, Claire and Sam. 

 

 



 

 

Want to see more? 

Follow us on our 'socials' for a window into what we're up to at Banyule Primary School....



Date Event

3rd June Divisional Cross Country

4th June Science Works excursion 5AS, 5CN, 56M

5th June Graduation and Miscellaneous Photos

9th June King's Birthday Public Holiday

10th June Pupil free day

11th June Science Works Excursion- 5KB, 5NT

16th June Yr 3 CERES excursion

20th June Kids Disco

23rd June Year 4 camp

25th June Yr 2 Performing Arts Performance in Gym- 2.30pm

30th June Semester One Reports published

1st July Parent /Teacher Interviews

2nd July Parent /Teacher Interviews

3rd July Prep Milo Monkey Party

Yr 6 Puffing Billy excursion

4th July Last Day of Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

Pupil Free Days

Tuesday 10th June (Curriculum Day)

Monday 21st July (Curriculum Day)

Monday 1st September (Professional Practice Day)

Monday 3rd November (Curriculum Day) 

Important Dates



Camp Dates

Year 3 Camp- 26th November-28th November 

Year 4 Camp- 23rd June- 25th June   

Year 5 Camp- 27th August- 29th August 

Year 6 Camp- 25th August- 27th August  

We still have some MND beanies available for purchase at the offce. All proceeds will be

going to the Fight MND organisation. 





It's a KID'S DISCO GLOW PARTY!  Brought to you by the BPS Community Engagement

Commitee and hosted by Bop Til You Drop, a company with over 20 years experience in

operating dance parties for kids.  Bop Til You Drop's entertainers are experienced in how to

positively encourage children to participate in a structured disco environment.  What to

expect at the disco:

It's a GLOW PARTY! Kids can expect lots of glow in the dark fun with black UV

lighting, as well as disco lights.  They are encouraged to wear white & neon coloured

clothing and glow accessories for maximum fun. 

Professional entertainer hosting and dancing on stage for the entire duration of

the disco.

The entertainer will conduct a structured disco and karaoke party where the

children get to be POP STARS.

The Entertainer will teach funky dance moves, as well as encouraging them to do

their own freestyle dance moves.



The entertainer will pick various children to sing on real microphones. 

Children are asked to bring their own drink bottles, and water will be available as

needed. 

Formal check-in and check-out system of all children will be facilitated by our

teachers and volunteers.

Who can participate:

All Banyule Primary students are invited and encouraged to attend.  Parents are NOT allowed

to stay/watch.  The children will be supervised by a group of volunteer parents/carers, all

with valid Working With Children checks.  There will also be two BPS teaching staff members

and first-aiders in attendance.  

 

What if I my child is nervous or could get overwhelmed at the disco? We understand that

some children might feel apprehensive or get overwhelmed at the disco and our aim it to

make it an inclusive event that they can all enjoy. There will be a dedicated supervised Quiet

Room where they can take a break.  Please refer to the Disco Social Story published in the

newsletter and shared on class WhatsApp chats for more information about how to prepare

your child for what to expect at the disco.  You can also request the information from the CEC

by emailing banyuleps.cec@gmail.com.  

 

What to wear:In addition to closed toe shoes that they can dance in, kids are encouraged to

dress in white or neon and accessorise with things that will glow in the UV light.  As part of

our commitment to sustainability, the CEC will not be providing glow sticks. Instead, we will

purchase additional black lights that can be re-used for years to come. 

 

What to bring:Children are asked to bring their labelled drink bottles filled with water so they

can have drinks as they with throughout the disco.  

 

What NOT to bring: Phones. Mobile phones will NOT be permitted so if your child has one,

please kindly leave it at home. 

 

Check-in: There will be tables set up outside the gym (near the new TigerTurf basketball

court) for you to sign-in your child.  

 

Check-out:Parents will be let into the gym (a small group at a time) via the gym door closest

to the big shelter to collect and sign out their child.

 

Time:  

Prep - Year 3 Disco: 5:30-6:30pm, check-in from 5:15pm.   

mailto:banyuleps.cec@gmail.com


Year 4 - Year 6 Disco: 7:00pm - 8:30pm, check-in from 6:45pm 

Term 2, Week 6

Class  Student Name   Class  Student Name

PNA Charlie B 3DJ Alroy S

PMA Reya S & Ruby P 3MT Floyd B

PAM Ariya C 34C Olando M,  Harvey A

PBB Eshan D 4NS Henley Z

PZP Hilda R 4CG Michael G

1NB   4SD Freya V

1TY Rachel S 5KB Naomi P

1BS Barney T 5CN Omar E

1TM Peter S 5AS Sonny P

2MF James W 5NT Poppy H

2WG Violet C 56M  

2BK Shinyue K 6LH Ruby S

2LP Liam M 6DG Ruben A,  Fotini C

3RB Zoe P 6SN  

SPECIALISTS AWARDS

LOTE P-1:  STEAM P-2:  Marcus C  PAM

LOTE 2-6:  Visual Arts 3-6:  Alice N  5AS

PE P-2:  Archer T  1TY Performing Arts P-2: Jack V  2BK

Banyule Awards

Celebrating Our Achievements



PE 3-6:  Zoe V  3DJ Performing Arts 3-6:  Jensen K  6DG

Friendship is a Rollercoaster

Ups and downs, twists and turns, highs and lows… Friendships are like a rollercoaster.

 

Key Outcome

Your child will learn that friendships have ups and downs – and they can survive it.

Objective

It is very normal for friendships to have ups and downs, twists and turns, highs and lows…like

a rollercoaster.

Our URSTRONG Schools teach students all about our infamous 4 Friendship Facts.

Friendship Fact #1 reminds children that: “No friendship (or relationship) is perfect.” It’s

important for children to understand that it’s very normal to have Friendship Fires with their

friends. Conflicts are normal, especially with people we spend a lot of time with. The

important thing is that they put their Fires out and get their friendship back feeling healthy

again.

Materials

Print two copies: Friendship Rollercoaster

Pen/pencil

A comfy place to chat

https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/URS-AP-Friendship-Rollercoaster.pdf


Instructions

1. Print out the Friendship Rollercoaster handout – one for your child and one for you.

2. Find a comfy place to chat and give your child a copy of the handout. Say, “Have your

friendships felt a bit like a rollercoaster lately?” Give them a chance to share their

experiences.

3. Remind them of Friendship Fact #1: No friendship (or relationship) is perfect. With

your handout, choose a friend in your life and complete it in front of your child.

Explain your highs, lows, and tricky twists.

4. Now get your child to choose a friend and complete their handout.

5. Explain to your child or teen that a healthy friendship has a 5:1 ratio of postive to

negative interactions. Like a weigh scale, it’s important that the HIGHS outweigh

the LOWs. Remind them that they deserve healthy friendships that are on the Green-

Zone of The Friend-o-Meter!

Next Steps

“People start to heal the moment they feel heard.” Discuss what that quote means and

encourage your child to continue sharing their rollercoaster of emotions with you!

 

Source: https://urstrong.com/resource/friendship-is-a-rollercoaster/ 

https://urstrong.com/resource/friendship-is-a-rollercoaster/


Prep Community





Year 1's have been busy learning about Australia and countries around the world.

 

Every Thursday morning, we have been in classrooms learning about different cultures

throughout human history.

 

Mr Miles has been been teaching students about ancient Egpyt and its civilisation.

 

Mrs Scrivano has been doing awesome work with ancient Greece. 

 

Mrs Yin has a Mexican-cultured theme with her lesson.

 

Miss Batchelder has been cooking gyozas, straight from Japan!

 

These mornings have been a great success so far, with the students writing follow-up

recounts of what they have learned.

 

Moving forward in term 2; the students will learn about even more countries from around the

world and even begin to research a country of their own choosing. 
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